Impressions of the plate from which the Metropolitan's segment was printed were also used for two of the Mysteries prints in Hamburg, the Flagellation and Resurrection. The Hamburg Resurrection was illustrated in Hind, and both subjects were reproduced 35
Metropolitan Museum, which resembles but is not identical to a segment in one of the known sheets, and offers a few observations about these works. Francesco Rosselli's family, including his older brother Cosimo, the painter, was thoroughly grounded in the artistic life of Florence. During his career Francesco engraved more than one hundred plates, among them three series of figural images: thirty-six individual Prophets and Sibyls; a fifteenprint series traditionally known as the Life of the Virgin and Christ but more accurately referred to as The Mysteries of the Rosary (the name I will use here); and a set of six Triumphs of Petrarch. 2 We know that Francesco's frame segments were used as he intended because of extant examples of the Mysteries framed within them. It should be stressed, however, that this is the only series that has come down to us with the borders in place. A complete set of the Mysteries within frame segments-hand-colored and
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mounted on linen-is preserved in Hamburg; a second, incomplete set of eleven prints within frame segments, hand-colored and mounted on wood, is in the Cabinet Rothschild. These two sets are framed in border segments from different sheets: the Hamburg set in the segments shown in Figure 2 (though, as discussed below, the horizontal segment is from a variant sheet, and other segments may be as well), and the Rothschild set in those illustrated in Figure 3 , one of the uncut sheets in New York. Hind observed that a cut border segment very similar to both of the vertical candelabra in this New York sheet, but identical to neither, is preserved in The British Museum (Figure 9 ). The British Museum segment is colored, obscuring it somewhat, but Hind nevertheless was able to conclude that "it seems to be from a different plate. Even if a set were mounted on a support in three horizontal rows thereby sharing some border segments, as was the case with one in Berlin destroyed during the Second World War, eighteen vertical, ten horizontal, and twelve corner segments would still be needed to frame the group of fifteen images. 7 A major point that emerges from consideration of these frames, and one that must be stressed continually, is the enormous percentage of fifteenth-century printed material that has not come down to us. The third surviving uncut sheet of border pieces, also in the Metropolitan (Figure 4 Rosselli's entire series of twenty-four Prophets and twelve Sibyls was copied from a series by this predecessor, so it is not surprising that at least one set of frames was also modeled on his work. It has been conjectured that the sheet in Figure 7 was meant to frame a series of Planets by the earlier engraver, and Hind included a montage illustrating this idea (Figure 8 ). In light of the fact that Rosselli copied the Prophets and Sibyls and the earlier frame segment (which is probably by this same engraver), it seems likely that Rosselli's other frames were also copied from earlier models.
Printmaking itself originated north of the Alps, and printers of incunabula in Italy were from German areas. It is fair to say that most innovations in printmaking came from these German-speaking parts of Europe. As far as I can ascertain, howeverand again it should be stressed that because of the scarcity of material any conclusion must be tentative-the provision of printed borders for series of prints was an Italian idea, doubtless arising out of the tradition of illuminated manuscripts. And not surprisingly the idea seems to have originated in Florence, the city that was the birthplace of so much else in Renaissance art. Figure 9 . Francesco Rosselli. Candelabrum, cut from a plate of border segments. Engraving. The British Museum
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